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1 June 2020
Dear Provider,
Re: Guidance on the Supply and Use of PPE 
Some care home providers have asked if PPE, in particular FFP3 masks, which appear to have an out-of-date, ‘use by/expiration’ date or have relabelled ‘use by/expiration’ dates are safe to use.
I am writing to provide you with the assurance on the safety of these products as provided by the Department of Health.

The Department of Health in Northern Ireland have advised the following with regard to FFP3 masks:


· All products have passed stringent tests that demonstrate they are safe.

· The quality assurance and testing of products is accredited. 
· The Health and Safety Executive has advised they are content the masks are safe for use in the NHS.
I hope this information provides you and your staff with re-assurance on the safety of the FFP3 masks you have accessed from the Trust.
Thank you for your co-operation in the supply, delivery and use of PPE in your care homes and domiciliary care services.

If you have any concerns regarding PPE supplied by the Trust please contact us. You can do this by using the dedicated email address for independent sector providers: ppe.isp@southerntrust.hscni.net
Care Home Providers can contact Angela McVeigh, PPE Support Worker at angela.mcveigh@southerntrust.hscni.net or 07795290396.
Yours faithfully
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Alison Rutherford

Assistant Director of Finance
Alison Rutherford, Assistant Director of Finance, Finance Department,

Lurgan Hospital, 100 Sloan Street, Lurgan, BT66 3NX


