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               Appendix 1 

S75 Annual Progress Report (April 2022 – March 2023)                                                        

Equality and good relations examples of outcomes, impacts and good practice 

S75 Category Outline new developments or changes, practices, service planning or delivery and the difference they have 
made  
 

Persons of 
different religious 
belief 
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Persons of 
different political 
opinion 

 

Persons of 
different racial 
group 
 

Welcoming International Nurses  
We welcomed 133 new international nurses to join our team in late 2022. The new recruits, mostly from India and 
Zimbabwe, took up permanent posts across Craigavon, Daisy Hill, Lurgan and South Tyrone hospitals. They completed 
a new 12 week induction programme, specifically organised by our International Nurse Recruitment Team, to welcome 
and support the nurses and ensure a smooth transition into Northern Ireland health and social care 

 
 
Chinese New Year  
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Highlighting period of Ramadan for staff  
 

 
 
Staff Networks – ethnic minorities staff network - REaCH 
The Southern Trust is an inclusive organisation, inclusive of different races, ethnicity and cultural backgrounds.  We 
believe that every employee should have the opportunity to flourish and reach their full potential without fear of 
discrimination or prejudice.  
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Persons of 
different age 
 

Celebrating the achievements of young people  
In April we celebrated the successes of young people who are looked after away from home in partnership with The 
Fostering Network. It was our first Looked After Children’s awards ceremony in over two years due to the pandemic. 
Over 100 young people in foster and residential care were nominated by their social workers and received awards for a 
wide range of achievements including education, sports, music and bravery. 
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Persons of 
different sexual 
orientation 

 

Pride 2023  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Video links 
Eileen  -  https://youtu.be/p7teQS-5gjg / Vivienne  -  https://youtu.be/45XZSnITWjo  
 
 

Persons with and 
without 
disabilities  

Walled garden  
A Walled Garden developed in partnership with the Parent/Carer group ‘Acorns for Autism’ was opened in Armagh. 
Based at The Oaks on our Longstone Hospital site, the garden includes a secure play area with climbing frame, slide 
and a basket swing, along with picnic tables and a shaded canopy space for families of children and young people with 
Autism to enjoy. Acorns for Autism were integral to the success of the garden, fundraising for the venture over a number 
of years. 
 

https://youtu.be/p7teQS-5gjg%20/
https://youtu.be/45XZSnITWjo
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Steps to Wellness               
In February we celebrated one year of our Steps to Wellness programme which was developed in partnership with East 
London Foundation Trust, to provide greater education and treatment for people experiencing common mental health 
problems. Staff have adapted brilliantly to this new approach which aims to give patients quicker access to treatment 
and reduce waiting times for secondary care mental health support.  
The team are delighted to have helped 1,354 people through this new approach, running 45 group sessions on a range 
of conditions including Perinatal Low Mood, Anxiety/Worry, Depression, Social anxiety, Panic, OCD, and Living Well 
with Long Term Conditions. Feedback from service users has been very positive and the team look forward to 
developing their service further. 
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New zebra crossings provides safer access for visually impaired pedestrians.  
A long standing member of the Southern Health and Social Care Trust’s Vision Forum has been instrumental in helping visually 
impaired pedestrians access their local community in a safer way.  Jill Hanna worked alongside Ray Maxwell, the Trust’s Senior 
Vision Rehabilitation Specialist and Specialist Worker for Adults and Children with Dual Sensory, and in partnership with Guide 
Dogs NI, to help install two new zebra crossings at The Boulevard in Banbridge after she struggled to cross the busy road 
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Persons with and 
without 
dependents 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

Persons of 
different marital 
status 

 
 
 

Persons of 
different gender 
 

International Men’s Day 19 Nov 2022 
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International Women’s Day (IWD) – 8 March 2023 
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