
Chair’s Business
(November 2024) 
Good News Stories

	Title
	Details

	Stepping into their shoes 
	Consultant Geriatrician, Dr Elaine Nelson has introduced an Ageing Simulation Experience to help staff gain a better understanding of the challenges patients face.
Staff have the opportunity to try different ageing simulation suits and equipment that mimic the experience of an age-related disability or illness. 
Read more 


	Listening to the voices of travellers 
	We have published a new report, co-produced by listening to the voices of Travellers reflecting their priorities for improving health and social well-being across the community.
The report was commissioned by the Trust and delivered in partnership with Travellers, Traveller support groups and range of stakeholders working with or supporting Travellers in the Trust area.
Read more 

	Stroke buddies 
	We have teamed up with the Stroke Association to introduce a new Stroke Buddy initiative at Lurgan Hospital. 
The new pilot initiative will see stroke survivors introduced to the Lurgan Stroke Unit to share their story and lived experience to support patients and their families through a life changing time.
Read more 

	Making research everyone’s business 
	We have launched an ambitious five-year Research and Development plan to improve health outcomes and enhance patient care.
The 2024-2030 plan focuses on ensuring the health and wellbeing of people is positively impacted through the highest quality and innovative research.
Read more 

	We all need to be checking ourselves regularly’

	“You think when you are a certain age that it is not going to happen to you.” Nicola Pope was diagnosed with breast cancer when she was just 41 years old and is now eager to share her story to encourage women to be ‘breast aware’ so that they can get to know their breasts and recognise any changes.
Read more 

	Construction award 
	A project led by our Estates Team has won a major construction award. The Atrium Infill Scheme in Portadown Health Centre was successful in the Health Project of the Year Category at the Construction Employers Federation Awards in Belfast.
The scheme works included a creative and imaginative design solution within the main atrium space providing additional space for general medical services and the expansion of Multi-Disciplinary Teams in the facility.
Read more 

	New Disability Advocate 
	We have welcomed a new Disability Advocate. Dr Clodagh Corrigan, from Rathfriland, is a Specialty Doctor in Emergency Medicine based at Daisy Hill Hospital.
We are proud to be the first Trust in Northern Ireland to develop this role and Clodagh, who is a wheelchair user, hopes to bring real life experience to the position.
Read more 

	Meet our Pharmacy Technicians 
	To mark pharmacy technician day on 15th October, we paid tribute to the integral role that this professional group plays in delivering high quality care across our services.  
Read more 

	Advancing Healthcare Awards 
	Congratulations to the Acute Care at Home Team for winning the Award for Service Improvement at the NI Advancing Healthcare Awards.
A number Trust Allied Health Professionals were finalists at the for leading innovative healthcare practice across their services. 
Read more

	Remembrance Service 
	We are hosting a special service of remembrance and thanksgiving for parents and families who have been bereaved through pregnancy loss or the death of a baby, child or young person in Daisy Hill Hospital or the wider community.
Sunday 24 November 2024 at 3.00pm in Newry Town Hall. 
Read more 

	Social Care Recognition Event 
	Over 100 social care staff came together on 2nd October to highlight that if you ‘Choose Social Care, you Choose Success’.
With over 3000 social care workers employed in the Southern Trust, we were delighted to be joined by a small representation of staff from across  Domiciliary care, Adult Community Services, Mental Health services and Children and Young People’s service teams.
Read more

	Supporting Family Carers – Planning for the Future 
	We have teamed up with Ulster University to consider how we can support family carers of adults with a learning disability.
People with a learning disability are living longer, most with a family carer. Northern Ireland has a higher proportion of people with a learning disability living at home and being cared for by family than anywhere else in the UK.
Read more 

	First baby boy and girl for Team Sapphire  

	Team Sapphire, our second Continuity of Midwifery Carer team has welcomed its first baby boy and baby girl born through this new expanded model of care.
Read more 

	Overcoming Language Barriers 
	Our population in the Southern Trust is more ethnically and culturally diverse than ever before.
In order to ensure that our services are accessible and that communication barriers do not get in the way of excellent health and social care, we have launched a ‘Best practice guidance for written communication to address the impact of language barriers’.
Read more 

	Louise is our Nicola Tallon Student Nurse of the Year 
	Louise Bradford has received the Nicola Tallon Student Nurse of the Year Award. The award was launched in memory of our esteemed colleague Nicola who had worked in the Home Treatment Crisis Response team within Mental Health and Disability and sadly passed away in June 2021.
Runner up was Jenny Groves, both Louise and Jenny are learning disability nursing students from Queen’s University Belfast.
Read more 

	Positive Ageing Month 
	To mark Positive Ageing Month in October, we celebrated the role the really valuable contribution our mature volunteers make to improve the services we offer to patients and service users.
Read more 

	Domiciliary Care goes Digital 
	Our Domiciliary Care teams have introduced new IPADs in their work which will revolutionise the way care is delivered to patients in their homes. The move towards modernising this service will free up staff time, allowing them to have more time to deliver care to clients.
Read more 

	Specialist Palliative Care Pharmacist 

	 A Southern Trust pharmacist is supporting patients and their families in a newly created role within the Southern Area Hospice. The recruitment of an additional Specialist Palliative Care Pharmacist has enabled us to strengthen our multi-disciplinary palliative care team within the hospice setting. To mark World Pharmacist Day on 25th September, Jessie McNally explained what this new role involves.
Read more 



