
 

FOI 2653 
 
4th October 2024 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 – INFORMATION REQUEST 

 
 
Please could you supply it in a spreadsheet/csv format and break it down for 
each month from January 2023 until June 2024. 
 
A breakdown of people with a learning disability and/or autistic people in 
inpatient mental health settings* 
  
*a facility registered as a hospital operated by either an NHS or independent 
sector provider. The facility will provide mental or behavioural healthcare.  
This should include patients of: 
any age any level of security (general/low/medium/high) 
any status under the Mental Health Act (informal or detained) 
People not included: 
patients in accommodation not registered as hospital beds 
patients in beds for physical health care 
patients who do not have either learning disabilities or autism 
Please note this should not just include people with Learning disability in a 
'Mental Health' bed - if a person is in specialist hospital bed either Mental Health 
or Learning Disability and that person has a Learning Disability or Autism, then 
that person should be included. 
  
Please break this overall figure down to  
 
Q1a.Those with both Learning Disability and autism 
 
Response: 
Please note these figures apply per month from Jan ’23 to Jun ’24, therefore we have 
not provided these in spreadsheet format. 
 
<5  
The Trust has a legal duty to protect patient confidentiality, in line with this duty the 
figure <5 has been provided where figures are very low. This is because of the potential 
risk of identification of an individual. In reaching this decision the Trust has taken into 
account the small geographical area which the Trust serves. In addition the Trust has 
taken into account the fact that all information disclosed in response to an FOI is 
disclosed to the ‘world at large’ and is published on the Trust website.  
  
S 40 (2) (third party information) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 has been 
applied to exempt the redacted information from disclosure. The Trust does not 
consider the disclosure of the redacted information to be fair to the individuals 
concerned as there is the potential risk of identification of an individual(s) which they 
would not expect, and which would therefore breach the fairness element of the first 
principle of the Data Protection Act 2018. 
Q1b: Those with Learning Disability 
 

Information Governance Team  



 

Response: 
<5  
The Trust has a legal duty to protect patient confidentiality, in line with this duty the 
figure <5 has been provided where figures are very low. This is because of the potential 
risk of identification of an individual. In reaching this decision the Trust has taken into 
account the small geographical area which the Trust serves. In addition the Trust has 
taken into account the fact that all information disclosed in response to an FOI is 
disclosed to the ‘world at large’ and is published on the Trust website.  
  
S 40 (2) (third party information) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 has been 
applied to exempt the redacted information from disclosure. The Trust does not 
consider the disclosure of the redacted information to be fair to the individuals 
concerned as there is the potential risk of identification of an individual(s) which they 
would not expect, and which would therefore breach the fairness element of the first 
principle of the Data Protection Act 2018. 
 
 
Q1c. Those with Autism 
 
Response: 
<5  
The Trust has a legal duty to protect patient confidentiality, in line with this duty the 
figure <5 has been provided where figures are very low. This is because of the potential 
risk of identification of an individual. In reaching this decision the Trust has taken into 
account the small geographical area which the Trust serves. In addition the Trust has 
taken into account the fact that all information disclosed in response to an FOI is 
disclosed to the ‘world at large’ and is published on the Trust website.  
  
S 40 (2) (third party information) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 has been 
applied to exempt the redacted information from disclosure. The Trust does not 
consider the disclosure of the redacted information to be fair to the individuals 
concerned as there is the potential risk of identification of an individual(s) which they 
would not expect, and which would therefore breach the fairness element of the first 
principle of the Data Protection Act 2018. 
 
 
This should include people who are in out of area placements, for example in 
England, Wales or Scotland. 
  
Duration of stay 
 
Q2. Of the people in 1a. (Those with both Learning Disability and autism), please 
provide the duration of stay: 
 
Q2a) More than 6 months 
 
Response: 
<5  
The Trust has a legal duty to protect patient confidentiality, in line with this duty the 
figure <5 has been provided where figures are very low. This is because of the potential 
risk of identification of an individual. In reaching this decision the Trust has taken into 
account the small geographical area which the Trust serves. In addition the Trust has 



 

taken into account the fact that all information disclosed in response to an FOI is 
disclosed to the ‘world at large’ and is published on the Trust website.  
  
S 40 (2) (third party information) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 has been 
applied to exempt the redacted information from disclosure. The Trust does not 
consider the disclosure of the redacted information to be fair to the individuals 
concerned as there is the potential risk of identification of an individual(s) which they 
would not expect, and which would therefore breach the fairness element of the first 
principle of the Data Protection Act 2018. 
 
 
Q2b)  One year up to two years 
 
Response: 
<5  
The Trust has a legal duty to protect patient confidentiality, in line with this duty the 
figure <5 has been provided where figures are very low. This is because of the potential 
risk of identification of an individual. In reaching this decision the Trust has taken into 
account the small geographical area which the Trust serves. In addition the Trust has 
taken into account the fact that all information disclosed in response to an FOI is 
disclosed to the ‘world at large’ and is published on the Trust website.  
  
S 40 (2) (third party information) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 has been 
applied to exempt the redacted information from disclosure. The Trust does not 
consider the disclosure of the redacted information to be fair to the individuals 
concerned as there is the potential risk of identification of an individual(s) which they 
would not expect, and which would therefore breach the fairness element of the first 
principle of the Data Protection Act 2018. 
 
 
Q2c) Two years up to five years 
 
Response: 
<5  
The Trust has a legal duty to protect patient confidentiality, in line with this duty the 
figure <5 has been provided where figures are very low. This is because of the potential 
risk of identification of an individual. In reaching this decision the Trust has taken into 
account the small geographical area which the Trust serves. In addition the Trust has 
taken into account the fact that all information disclosed in response to an FOI is 
disclosed to the ‘world at large’ and is published on the Trust website.  
  
S 40 (2) (third party information) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 has been 
applied to exempt the redacted information from disclosure. The Trust does not 
consider the disclosure of the redacted information to be fair to the individuals 
concerned as there is the potential risk of identification of an individual(s) which they 
would not expect, and which would therefore breach the fairness element of the first 
principle of the Data Protection Act 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Q2d)  Five years up to ten years 
 
Response: 
<5  
The Trust has a legal duty to protect patient confidentiality, in line with this duty the 
figure <5 has been provided where figures are very low. This is because of the potential 
risk of identification of an individual. In reaching this decision the Trust has taken into 
account the small geographical area which the Trust serves. In addition the Trust has 
taken into account the fact that all information disclosed in response to an FOI is 
disclosed to the ‘world at large’ and is published on the Trust website.  
  
S 40 (2) (third party information) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 has been 
applied to exempt the redacted information from disclosure. The Trust does not 
consider the disclosure of the redacted information to be fair to the individuals 
concerned as there is the potential risk of identification of an individual(s) which they 
would not expect, and which would therefore breach the fairness element of the first 
principle of the Data Protection Act 2018. 
 
 
Q2e)  More than ten years 
 
Response: 
<5  
The Trust has a legal duty to protect patient confidentiality, in line with this duty the 
figure <5 has been provided where figures are very low. This is because of the potential 
risk of identification of an individual. In reaching this decision the Trust has taken into 
account the small geographical area which the Trust serves. In addition the Trust has 
taken into account the fact that all information disclosed in response to an FOI is 
disclosed to the ‘world at large’ and is published on the Trust website.  
  
S 40 (2) (third party information) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 has been 
applied to exempt the redacted information from disclosure. The Trust does not 
consider the disclosure of the redacted information to be fair to the individuals 
concerned as there is the potential risk of identification of an individual(s) which they 
would not expect, and which would therefore breach the fairness element of the first 
principle of the Data Protection Act 2018. 
 
 
Q2f)  Longest single stay in days 
 
Response: 
117 days. 
  
 
Q3. Of the people in 1b. (Those with Learning Disability) please provide the 
duration of stay: 
  
More than six months 
 
Response: 
0 
  



 

Q4. Of the people in 1a. (Those with both a Learning Disability and Autism) the 
duration of stay in mental health wards specifically: 
  
Q4a. More than six months 
 
Response: 
0  
  
 
Q5. Of the people in 1b. (Those with Learning Disability) the duration of stay in 
mental health wards specifically: 
  
Q5a .More than six months 
 
Response: 
0  
 
                 
Email: Foi.Team@Southerntrust.hscni.net  
  


