Appendix 7: Staff Advisory Information

The Management of Asbestos within the Southern Trust

Background and Regulations

Asbestos is a relatively common material that was used extensively in the construction
industry throughout the 20th century. The use and import of asbestos was banned in 1999
when it was recognised as posing a risk to health in all its forms.

The presence of asbestos does not in itself pose a significant risk — it is only when its fibres
are released through cutting, drilling etc. in an uncontrolled manner that the risk to health
may occur.

In order to ensure that Asbestos Containing Materials (ACMs) do not present a significant
risk to health, statutory regulations exist for its” management, primarily The Control of
Asbestos Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2012 and in particular Regulation 4, The
Management of Asbestos in non-domestic premises, Approved Code of Practice L127.

The Southern Trust fully adheres to these regulations and the Approved Code of Practice.

Trust Arrangements
The main elements of the Trusts arrangements for the management of Asbestos include:

e The Asbestos Policy
e The Asbestos Management Plan
e The Asbestos Register

The Asbestos Policy sets out the Trusts overarching approach to asbestos management.

The Asbestos Management Plan describes, in detail, how the policy will be implemented
and how ACMs in Trust premises will be managed.

The Asbestos Register is a register of the location and type of all ACMs in Trust owned
premises. This register has just been updated via a rigorous re-inspection of all our premises
undertaken by a team of specialist Consultant Surveyors to ensure, as far as possible, that all
existing ACMs have been identified. The register provides critical information required for
the development of the Asbestos Management Plan.
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All facilities will be issued with an Asbestos Register detailing exactly where, if any, ACMs
are located within that facility. This register should be kept in the Fire Safety Manual with
the Fire Risk Assessment where it can be easily accessed.

Management of Asbestos

When ACMs has been detected the Trust will undertake a risk assessment to determine the
appropriate action to take, whether to remove or retain. This risk assessment is in
accordance with ACoPs published by the HSENI.

Where ACM is to be removed approved safe systems of work (in accordance to HSENI
guidance) will be followed. Removal shall always be undertaken by HSENI licensed
contractors (including disposal). Where ACM is to be left in situ then a label has been
attached and a programme of inspections and maintenance is in place in accordance to
ACoPs published by the HSENI.

[NOTE: if a member of staff should notice damage to an area of a building labelled as
containing asbestos they should immediately report the damage to Estates Services]

Refurbishment and Construction Projects

Prior to the commencement of all refurbishment and/or construction projects undertaken
by the Trust, Estates Services initiate an additional survey of that area to identify all and any
latent ACM’s so that appropriate measures can be undertaken as part of the works.

Should you have any specific concerns or want to clarify anything they can contact the
Trust’s Asbestos Manager.
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